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@ State Highlight

Data Collection. The Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) collects district data detailing the
milestones completed on the Individual Learning Plan (ILP) by grade level. The department publishes the
data on a dashboard to make this data transparent, accessible, and understandable.
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PrepareRlI. An inter-agency task force
operates an initiative to prepare all Rhode
Island youth with the skills needed for high-
wage jobs. PrepareRIl works with businesses,
schools, universities, and non-profits to
ensure students are college and career-ready.
They believe middle school students should
have career exploration opportunities and
individual learning plans based on their
strengths and interests.

State Definition. PrepareRI defines career

exploration as programming targeted toward
elementary and middle school students that
introduces them to various possible careers.

Rhode Island has yet to codify the definition of
career exploration.
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Individual Learning Plans. Since 2005,
students in grades 6-12 have been required to
complete an ILP as part of Rhode Island’s
Secondary School and Graduation
Requirement Regulations. ILPs are a student-
directed planning and monitoring tool that
customizes learning opportunities throughout
students' secondary school experience,
broadens their perspectives, and supports the
attainment of goals. The ILP documents
students’ interests, needs, supports, course
selections, transition placements, and other
learning experiences in and out of school.

Rhode Island has yet to formally include
middle school career exploration in state or
federal accountability systems or provide
incentives for career exploration activities.

Professional Learning Group. RIDE provides
district support with a group that offers a forum
for school teams to come together to
customize, design, implement, and evaluate
their ILP process.

Perkins Funding. Middle schools can use up to
10% of their Perkins V allocation for career
exploration activities and programs in grades
5-8. Additionally, districts may apply for Career
Exploration grants to help middle school
students understand possible careers.

Junior Achievement of Rhode Island. This
organization offers middle school programming
that helps students decide how to best prepare
for their educational and professional future.



https://www.prepare-ri.org/exploration
https://www.prepare-ri.org/exploration
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/ri-public-schools/diploma-system
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/education-programs/school-counseling
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/CTE/Website-materials-2021/RI-Perkins-V-State-Plan-v18-FINAL-APPROVED_FY22-Modification_FINAL.pdf?ver=2022-07-06-144927-943
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/CTE/Website-materials-2021/RI-Perkins-V-State-Plan-v18-FINAL-APPROVED_FY22-Modification_FINAL.pdf?ver=2022-07-06-144927-943
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/CTE/Website-materials-2021/RI-Perkins-V-State-Plan-v18-FINAL-APPROVED_FY22-Modification_FINAL.pdf?ver=2022-07-06-144927-943
https://www.jarhodeisland.org/middle-school
https://tableau.ride.ri.gov/t/Public/views/ILP/ILPDashboard?%253AshowAppBanner=false&%253Adisplay_count=n&%253AshowVizHome=n&%253Aorigin=viz_share_link&%253AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%253Aembed=y
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Category Description

Rl has an inter-agency task force called PrepareRl that includes RIDE, the

Leadershlp . Governor’s Workforce Board (GWB), and the Office of the Postsecondary
Does the state leadership include career Building Emerging Advanced Commissioner (OPC). These agencies partner to prepare all Rl youth with the skills
exploration as a valued or prioritized they need for well-paying jobs. The initiative is built on the belief that all students
component of students’ middle school should be prepared for success in college and career. PrepareRI’s Action Plan for
experience? 2022-2027 targets that 80% of students will create goals for high school through
the ILP, explore a college in RI, and demonstrate growth in career knowledge.
Prepare RI believes that the middle school focus should be on exploration.
C . . exe PrepareRI defines career exploration as programming that introduces younger
areer Exploration Definition . ) : . N
students to various possible careers. They specify that these programs primarily
Does the state formally define career Building Emerging  Advanced | focus on elementary and middle school students, while high school students will
exploration for middle school students? explore careers more deeply through work-based learning.
Advocacy . ;he I?repareRI Work-Based Learning Naviqator, developed and Iau.nched vv’ith
- ) idelity Investments and the Partnership for Rl and managed by Skills for RI’s
Are there organizations within the state that Building Emerging  Advanced £ e, is a free online portal to connect classroom learning to career exploration
are advocating for middle school career and work-based learning opportunities. Through this platform, employers post
exploration? work-based learning opportunities, and educators can search and request

classroom resources.


https://www.prepare-ri.org/exploration
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59a81489579fb39e3ef2232f/t/62fd57687990e6153e311480/1660770152814/PrepareRI+2.0_ActionPlan_FINAL+%281%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59a81489579fb39e3ef2232f/t/62fd57687990e6153e311480/1660770152814/PrepareRI+2.0_ActionPlan_FINAL+%281%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59a81489579fb39e3ef2232f/t/607d81caa79f9205b0ea2c45/1618837963828/PrepareRI+Work+Based+Navigator+One+Pager+w.+Tiers-compressed+%281%29.pdf
https://www.prepare-ri.org/exploration
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Description

Standards

Does the state have policies that establish
standard practices for career exploration in
middle schools?

Accountability

Does the state integrate career exploration
into their accountability systems?

Student Requirements

Does the state have policies that require
middle school students to complete career
exploration activities?

Incentives

Does the state have policies that incentivize
career exploration in middle schools?
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@
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®
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@
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RI state regulations require that districts establish protocols for the development,
implementation, and student-based monitoring of Individual Learning Plans; these
plans are aligned to students' high school experience and reviewed at least twice
each school year and at key student transition periods. Rl statutes also require
that districts identify and recruit businesses to provide career exploration activities
for students.

RI's indicators used for ESSA accountability do not include career exploration.
However, Rl does leverage its Perkins V Plan to expand career exploration
programming in middle school through grants, partnerships with quality curriculum
providers, and career fairs.

Beginning in 6th grade, students must begin using a planning and monitoring tool
called an Individual Learning_Plan. These are required to graduate from high
school.

RI's GWB established the Career Exploration Equity Grant Program to support
equitable access to high-quality career exploration opportunities for youth and
young adults. The program provides a 100% reimbursement for eligible activities
and costs up to $5,000 per calendar year.



https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2023-03/200-RICR-20-10-1_BEP_v2.pdf#page=24
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2023-03/200-RICR-20-10-1_BEP_v2.pdf#page=29
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/CTE/Website-materials-2021/RI-Perkins-V-State-Plan-v18-FINAL-APPROVED_FY22-Modification_FINAL.pdf?ver=2022-07-06-144927-943
https://www.prepare-ri.org/ilp
https://gwb.ri.gov/programs-services/career-exploration-equity-grants#:~:text=The%20Career%20Exploration%20Equity%20Grant,to%20%245%2C000%20per%20calendar%20year.
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Description

Funding

Does the state use state or federal funding
sources to support career exploration for
middle school students?

Professional Development

Does the state support the training of school
counselors (and other school staff) in career
exploration?

Material Supports

Does the state provide material supports on
the implementation of middle school career
exploration?

Data Collection

Does the state collect data on middle school
career exploration opportunities in the state?

CTSOs

Does the state support participation in career
and technical student organizations?

Organizations

Are there organizations within the state that
support career exploration in middle schools?

Building Emerging Advanced
Building Emerging Advanced
Building Emerging Advanced
Building Emerging Advanced
Building Emerging Advanced
Building Emerging Advanced

RI’'s ESSA Plan specifies that Title | schools can use those dollars to support the
development of ILPs. Additionally, their Perkins V State Plan allows recipients to
use up to 10% of their Perkins V allocation for career exploration activities and
programs in grades 5-8.

RIDE hosts a professional learning_group to support districts implementing
revised ILP programs. School teams combine to customize, design, implement,
and evaluate their ILP process. Schools can discuss and learn from each other’s
successes and get feedback on addressing any obstacles.

RI provides multiple supports to guide quality implementation of middle school
career exploration, including an ILP Framework & Toolkit, a Career Exploration
Menu, a list of resources for students & families, and guidance on data collection.

RIDE collects data from districts on a quarterly basis that details the milestones
completed on the ILPs by grade level. ILP milestones are published on a
dashboard on the department’s website.

RI supports ten CTSO opportunities, three of which have middle school chapters:
FBLA, HOSA, and SkillsUSA, by providing lists of information and resources on
best practices for implementation.

Junior Achievement of Rhode Island offers middle-grade programs to help
students decide how to best prepare for their educational and professional future.
The programs supplement standard social studies curricula and develop
communication skills.



https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Information-and-Accountability-User-Friendly-Data/ESSA/RhodeIsland-ESSA-State-Plan-Final-100119.pdf?ver=2019-10-01-153829-000
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/CTE/Website-materials-2021/RI-Perkins-V-State-Plan-v18-FINAL-APPROVED_FY22-Modification_FINAL.pdf?ver=2022-07-06-144927-943
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/education-programs/school-counseling
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Students-and-Families-Great-Schools/Educational-Programming/Counseling/ILP_Toolkit/20-10702-ILP_Toolkit_R3-FULL-0314207120.pdf?ver=2020-07-17-110610-450
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59a81489579fb39e3ef2232f/t/62feaa514d550b5e12910009/1660856913936/Career%2BAwareness%2B%26%2BExploration%2Bmenu%2B-%2B2018.7.18.EF..pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59a81489579fb39e3ef2232f/t/62feaa514d550b5e12910009/1660856913936/Career%2BAwareness%2B%26%2BExploration%2Bmenu%2B-%2B2018.7.18.EF..pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/ri-public-schools/middle-level-education
https://www.eride.ri.gov/doc/DataCollections/ILPCollection.pdf
https://tableau.ride.ri.gov/t/Public/views/ILP/ILPDashboard?%253AshowAppBanner=false&%253Adisplay_count=n&%253AshowVizHome=n&%253Aorigin=viz_share_link&%253AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%253Aembed=y
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/education-programs/career-technical-education
https://www.jarhodeisland.org/middle-school

