
 
  

 

  
 

 

NEW SURVEY SHOWS STEM REMAINS THE TOP CAREER CHOICE AMONG TEENS, WITH 
DIGITAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCE GAINING TRACTION 

BOSTON – March 28, 2022 – American Student Assistance® (ASA), a national nonprofit 

changing the way middle and high schoolers learn about careers and navigate education-to-
career opportunities, today announced the results of its 2021 FuturescapeTM survey of more 
than 2,000 students. Futurescape is a free, immersive digital platform that helps students 
explore real-world careers beyond the classroom. 

“We need to set students up for success by exposing them to career choices that they can 
explore where they live, which is on their mobile devices. We also have to reach them as early 
as middle school, before a world of career and postsecondary options begins to narrow,” said 

ASA CEO Jean Eddy. “So far, our Futurescape platform has enabled seven million young people 
to explore careers that match their interests and passions and gain insights into what they 
might want to pursue.” 

Key findings revealed:  

• The most popular careers overwhelmingly had a STEM and digital focus:   

o Biomedical Engineers (17%) 

o Medical Scientists (16%) 

o Multimedia Artists and Animators (10%)  

o Graphic Design (8%) 

o Clinical and Counseling Psychologists (8%)  

• Digital career exploration interest skewed decidedly female,  with more than 
three quarters (78%) of respondents identifying as female, 13% male, and others 
making up the balance. 

• The biggest changes among top careers from 2020 to 2021 were in Graphic 
Design and Psychology:  

o Graphic Design interest increased 32%, followed by Fashion Design, 

which saw a 15% increase  

o The sharpest decrease amongst top careers was Psychology, which 
dipped 6% from 2020  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asa.org%2Ffuturescape%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSDawkins%40asa.org%7C3b790ac33586415c592a08da0eb95624%7C31639d622c02437092e285902dacc841%7C0%7C0%7C637838486438696148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dLr6c4cxshPiZBO10rg2y54nylnoU5j3A4APDuIRHW0%3D&reserved=0


• The Futurescape digital platform was effective in exposing students to possible 
careers, job specifics, and insights about how their own personal strengths 

could relate to a job:  
o 78% of users said it gave them exposure and insights into a job they 

didn’t know had existed or previously considered  

o 74% learned more about their personal strengths and/or what jobs and 
careers might be the best match for them 

o 72% learned what a specific career or job path pays, how much schooling 
or training it requires, and other details that could inform future 

decisions 

o 70% gained a better understanding of what a specific job entails 
  

Futurescape is a personalized digital platform powered by real-time insights, and the only 
future career exploration tool that exposes young people’s evolving strengths, passions, 
interests, and goals. To learn more about Futurescape, visit: Futurescape - ASA.org. 

About American Student Assistance® (ASA) 

American Student Assistance® (ASA) is a national nonprofit committed to helping students 
know themselves, know their options, and make informed decisions to achieve their education 

and career goals. ASA believes all students should have equitable access to career readiness 
learning, starting in middle school, so they can develop a plan for their future. ASA fulfills its 
mission by providing digital-first programming, resources, and experiences, including 
FuturescapeTM, directly to millions of students, in addition to support for educators and 

intermediaries. To learn more about ASA, visit www.asa.org/about-us. 

 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asa.org%2Ffuturescape%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSDawkins%40asa.org%7C3b790ac33586415c592a08da0eb95624%7C31639d622c02437092e285902dacc841%7C0%7C0%7C637838486438696148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dLr6c4cxshPiZBO10rg2y54nylnoU5j3A4APDuIRHW0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asa.org%2Ffuturescape%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSDawkins%40asa.org%7C3b790ac33586415c592a08da0eb95624%7C31639d622c02437092e285902dacc841%7C0%7C0%7C637838486438696148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dLr6c4cxshPiZBO10rg2y54nylnoU5j3A4APDuIRHW0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.asa.org%2Fabout-us&data=04%7C01%7CSDawkins%40asa.org%7C3b790ac33586415c592a08da0eb95624%7C31639d622c02437092e285902dacc841%7C0%7C0%7C637838486438696148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=goDb2%2B0juUA4hM7WkgOhGOwTK%2BPPTOZOZwvJuig5Lf0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.asa.org%2Fabout-us&data=04%7C01%7CSDawkins%40asa.org%7C3b790ac33586415c592a08da0eb95624%7C31639d622c02437092e285902dacc841%7C0%7C0%7C637838486438696148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=goDb2%2B0juUA4hM7WkgOhGOwTK%2BPPTOZOZwvJuig5Lf0%3D&reserved=0

